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SHELTER COVE/HIPPIE COVE CONCEPT MASTER PLAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

State of Alaska City of Cordova property 

-  Zoned industrial 

Burn Pile 
Use existing material to 

build up berm/vegetated 

buffer on south side   City - Rezone 

for recreation 

 

City of 

Cordova 

Property 

Private 

Private 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION 

& NATURAL HABITAT   
• Walking trail 

• Flood zone 

• State 100’ stream corridor 

access easement 

• Interpretive shelter, 

gazebo, programs by 

PWSSC and CRWP 

FLEMING POINT  
• Improved sportfishing, kayak 

launch & viewpoint area 

• ADOT/PF & CRWP collaborative 

project    

“BIG PICTURE” ST0RY 
• Marine world meets terrestrial    

• ADOT/PF culvert replacement 

Fish Cleaning Station  
Work with AK DOT/PF to 

secure a better location, 

with deeper offshore water   

The map below presents a conceptual master plan for the Fleming Cove/Hippie Cove area. The master plan reflects the combined 

missions and goals of three primary partners: the Prince William Sound Science Center, the Copper River Watershed Project, and the 

City of Cordova Planning, Public Works and Recreation Departments. The State Department of Transportation and Public works will 

also play an important role in the implementation of these plans.     

The broad, shared goals of these partners is to create a seamless, multi-function research, education and recreation destination that 

takes advantage of this site’s unique assets, meets the missions of each of the partners, and provides for Cordova residents and visitors 

an inviting opportunity to enjoy, experience and better understand the rich ecosystems that support life in the PWS region.   

Prince William 

Sound Science 

Center parcel 

City of 

Cordova 

CRWP FACILITIES 
• Up 5 tent platforms 

• Small cabin/cook shelter 

• Gazebo (one of two) 

• In “limited development 

area” (portion of larger 

CRWP tract outlined 

with dotted line) 

Copper River 

Watershed Project 

property 

CRWP 

Limited 

Dev. Area 

NORTH 

PUBLIC RECREATION AREA  
• Day Use (e.g. tables. toilet) 

• RV Overnight 

• Parking (on City Land plus 

ADOT/PF ROW – 200’ wide in 

this area)  

PWS SCIENCE CENTER FACILITIES 
• Office: labs, admin., education  

• Dormitory    ●   Warehouse   

• Parking – diagonal & double loaded 

on PWSSC land & ADOT/PF ROW 

(100’ wide in this area)   

PUBLIC RECREATION/ 

“INTERPRETIVE GATEWAY”  
• Day Use (e.g. tables, fish watching, 

events, interpretive information)  

• Improved Fleming Creek trail 

• Drop off & parking (City/PWSSC land) 

• Decommissioned vault toilet 

Safe roadside/shoulder 

trail for walking, jogging  
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CONCEPT MASTER PLAN BACKGROUND – draft 10.31.18 

Process 

The Master Plan was prepared working with the three major non-profit/public landowners in the area: 

• Prince William Sound Science Center 

• Copper River Watershed Project 

• City of Cordova Planning, Public Works and Recreation Departments.  

The process included interviews and review of maps and other background information, and culminated in a 

three-hour work session with these three partners in late October, 2018. The resulting master plan map, 

presented on the previous page was then shared, reviewed and refined by this same group.  (yet to happen!) 

As the label clarifies, the result of this process is a “Concept Master Plan”. This label reflects the goals of 

this process, which is to understand and synchronize the broad missions of the three key partners and 

establish a shared general framework that can guide subsequent, more detailed development plans.  

Background Information  

The remainder of this section presents the key 

background maps that provided the starting point 

for the master plan.  Topics covered include: 

• Project Area Vicinity and Landmarks 

• Property Ownership 

• Parcel Boundaries & Natural Features 

• Flood Hazard areas  

• Prince William Sound Science Center Site and 

Site Features 

• Copper River Watershed Project Site  

• Issues for Detailed Site Development  

Notes on Vicinity and Landmarks Map 

The project is located approximately 1½ miles north 

of “downtown Cordova”, on Orca Cannery Road. 

The area has historically been known as “Hippie 

Cove.” The area is also known as Shelter Cove. Over 

the years many people – including some who have 

gone on to be prominent Cordova community 

business people and leaders – have used this area a 

low cost place to camp/live. Shelter Creek is the 

prominent drainage crossing into the area from the 

ridge line that separates Orca Inlet from Eyak Lake. 

 

PROJECT AREA VICINITY & LANDMARKS  
(Source: City of Cordova)  

Orca Inlet 

Eyak Lake 
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PROPERTY OWNERSHIP (Source: City of Cordova) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Land Ownership Map – As the map shows, the five acre PWSSC site is surrounded by a combination of State, Copper River Watershed 

and City of Cordova land. Private lands in the vicinity include the band of tidewater property north of the PWSSC site, held by Eyak Corporation, 

and four private parcels south of the PWSSC site, held by four private owners and currently used for “off the grid” residential homes. The State 

of Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities holds the right of way for the highway, which is 100’ wide west and south of the 

PWSSC parcel, and then 200’ wide starting at the PWSSC northwestern boundary.  



Agnew::Beck Consulting, Inc  Draft 10.31.18 

PARCEL BOUNDARIES & NATURAL FEATURES (Source: City of Cordova/Photos by Agnew::Beck) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parcel Boundary and Natural Features Map and Site Photographs – As the map shows, the PWSSC parcel 

(outlined in blue) sits at a strategic location, at the base of Shelter Creek valley.  Shelter Creek comes 

down through the CRWP parcel and crosses along the southern boundary of the PWSSC parcel, before 

emptying into the lagoons on City property. Creek waters then spill through two culverts under the 

highway into the salt water of adjoining Price William Sound. Photos give a sense of the area’s 

topography and vegetation. The majority of the PWSSC and CRWP properties are forested, generally 

with mixed age second growth spruce and hemlock.  There is limited understory in much of the area, 

providing attractive open views through the forest.    
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FLOOD HAZARDS (Source: City of Cordova) 

 

Flood Map Notes – The copper colored river 

corridor, designated Zone A on the map at the 

left, is an area with potential for flooding. 

Construction in this area is possible but 

requires raising the “finished floor elevation” 

above a specified height.  

City staff believe the magnitude of potential 

flooding in this small drainage is limited, and 

that flood risks will not present a significant 

limitation to use of this area. Current plans for 

buildings on the PWSSC site largely are located 

north of the flood plain boundary  

While development is possible in the creek 

corridor, this area is expected to remain largely 

undeveloped, with the exception of a trail and 

associated, limited outdoor education support 

facilities.  

 

 

 

 

Photo at Right – This view to the 

west from Orca Road shows the 

outlet of Shelter Creek into Orca 

Inlet. One of the area’s strengths 

is the opportunity to share direct, 

tangible information about the 

interconnected ecosystems of the 

marine and terrestrial 

environments. 
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PWSSC SITE AND SITE FEATURES (Source PWSSC) 

 

Notes on PWSSC site – As these two figures show, the Science Center site includes a large area of flat land on its western boundary, adjoining 

Orca Road. This area, originally tidelands, was filled over the years by the City and other users. It is now used for parking by RV’s, as well as by 

local people and visitors who come to fish, jog walk their dogs or just enjoy the views. This parking area also provides access to the three tent 

platforms adjoining this area to the east. Before Orca Road was built and this area was filled, a fishing boat was hauled up on in the 

northern/upper portion of this land. The deteriorated remains of the boat were covered by the fill.   

The remainder of the PWSSC site includes two distinct areas: the relatively low angled Fleming Creek Corridor, and the steeper section rising 

above the stream and parking lot. The map on the left shows contour intervals of two feet. The upper portion of this property eventually rises to 

about 50 feet above the parking area. Some portions of this steeper area offer small benches where facilities could be located without significant 

challenges that come with building on steeper slopes. 
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 COPPER RIVER WATERSHED SITE AND SITE FEATURES (Source CRWP) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Copper River Watershed site – The CRWP was recently given title to a XX acre parcel adjoining 

the PWSSC parcel. The narrow parcel extends approximately one mile up the Fleming Creek drainage. 

The majority of this area is sloping and forested, with several small, more open area and perched 

wetlands. Several trails extend into the lower reaches of the property. The northern of the three trails 

shown on the map connects to a steep, unmaintained trails that continues up towards Mt Eyak and 

Crater Lake.     
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DETAILS AND ISSUES TO RESOLVE WORKING AT SITE SPECIFIC LEVELS 
 

Prince William Sound Science Center  

• Planned facilities  

- Research, Education, and Administration Building: (forecast) 13,900 sq. ft./2 level building 

- Dormitory and Bunkhouse Building: (forecast) 6,000 sq. ft./2 level building 

- Warehouse Building: (forecast) 6,000 sq. ft. + covered and uncovered yard storage 

• Infrastructure needed  

- Municipal water, power, communications are currently available in the Orca Road ROW 

- City and PWSSC are working on options to extend public ewer north from near the Ferry 

terminal. On-site wastewater disposal is not practical. 

• Parking requirements 

- General requirements for Science Center facilities are set through City of Cordova code. 

Work is needed to determine specific requirements for these uses in this setting. 

- Parking for the Science Center, CRWP and more general public recreation uses will need to 

be planned to serve all three uses. Use of land within the DOT/PF right of way will be an 

important part of the strategy to meet this need, so early conversations with DOT are key. 

Copper River Watershed Project  

• The far western portion of the CRWP parcel is designated as “limited development area”. In the 

larger, remainder of the area, the only permitted uses are trails and trail signage.  

• Uses permitted in the “Limited Development Area” include: 

- Up to 5 camping platforms 

- Outhouse 

- One 700 sf cabin/shelter 

- Two gazebos and a treehouse (!) 

- Outdoor educational programs, and related supporting information (e.g., interpretive 

signs, campfire gathering areas) 

• Access to the Limited Development Area likely will come into the northern portion of the 

CRWP/PWSSC parcels. This will require more detailed exploration of the best route, and 

agreements to allow access across Science Center and perhaps State and the City property.   

• Identifying and securing a specific functional access is a key initial step. This route will eventually 

be primarily used for foot traffic, but for construction and maintenance the route will likely need 

to support 4 wheelers with small trailers. 

 

Shared Programs and Facilities  

PWSSC, CRWP, the City of Cordova will need to together refine plans for the specific activities below: 

• Outdoor education programs, facilities  

• Shelter Cove Trail; CRWP access route 

• “Public Recreation Interpretation Gateway” area  

• Parking – along and in the DOT/PF right of way, and on adjoining Science Center/City property  

• Safe, attractive pedestrian connections between the ocean and inland sides of Orca Road 

• Small land transfers from PWSSC and City to ADOT/PF for road improvements 

• Communication with the residents and land owners about planned activities in the area. 


